Model United Nations
Country & Topic _________________

Boulder High School

Topic Preparation Guide

STEP 1.  BASIC BACKGROUND
1. Go to http://www.economist.com/research/articlesBySubject/topics.cfm and scan the list to see if your topic appears in the list.  If so, click the link and read three of the resulting articles.  You might need to be flexible with the topic name.  If your topic is “Palestine,” you may need to look under “Israel.” (Our userid is “jaye.zola@bvsd.org”.  Our password is “panthers”)
2. Go to http://www.bbc.co.uk and search on the most important keyword or phrase of your topic’s title.  Scan the resulting articles, and read the three that most seem appropriate to your country or the topic. 

From your reading, which regions of the world are (or will be) most affected by this issue?

From your reading, what are the three top reasons why the world needs to address this issue? 

Reason 1: 

Reason 2:

Reason 3: 

STEP 2.  CURRENT UN PROGRAMS

1. Go to http://www.un.org/issues/ and look through the list of topics for the one that most closely aligns with your topic.  The words might be a little different, so be flexible with the title. Click the link, to see a list of the programs currently underway in the UN to deal with the issue.  Read about the three that seem the most applicable to your topic.

From your reading, summarize three programs currently underway under the UN. 

Program 1: 

Program 2:

Program 3: 

STEP 3.  YOUR COUNTRY’S POSITION

1. Go to http://www.google.com and search for “government of <your country>” such as “government of Croatia”.  Most governments have an official web site.  Go to this site.  Read at least three pages on the country web site.  (If you can’t find any, go back to Google and search on the keyword with your country’s name.  Be creative until you find three articles from reputable sites.)  
(Super researcher hint:  if your government’s site doesn’t have a search tool, you can use Google to do this.  First, find the domain of your country’s web site, by removing the www. part of the address.  (For Croatia, the site is www.vlada.hr, so the domain is vlada.hr.)  Then, go to Google.  Give Google your topic keyword and add “site:<your domain>” to the search string.  (For example, add “site:vlada.hr” to your search string.)  This will give you a list of every page on your country’s site that includes the keyword.  If you were researching water rights, you could use the search string “water site:vlada.hr”.
2. (Super researcher bonus:  Read actual UN speeches by your country on your topic.  Go to http://unbisnet.un.org.  Then click on the “Index to Speeches” tab.  In the box next to “Country/Organization” type your country’s name. In the box next to “Topic” type a keyword for your topic.  Click the “Go” button. The results can be a bit tedious to wade through, but you might find superb information here.)

From your reading, explain how the issue affects your country. Is your country critically affected?  Only marginally?  Might your country be affected in the future? 

Explain your government’s position, opinion, or policies on the issue, if you can find them.  If you can’t find them, what would you expect to be the position, given what you know about your country’s leader?
STEP 4.  WORKING TOWARD A RESOLUTION

Now be creative.  You know the problem.  You know what the UN is currently doing.  You know your government’s perspective.  You know how the issue affects your country.  Dream up a step the world could take in order to improve the situation.  You don’t have to solve the entire problem – just make it better.  You can build on existing UN solutions, or you can try a brilliant, bold, completely new idea.  Change the world!  
Summarize the idea:

Summarize why your country would support this idea:

Summarize why other countries would likely support this idea:

Summarize why some countries might oppose this idea:
